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For the ſervice ofthe upright-hearted among 
ſeveral Sorts of-Profeſlors, -who have formerly 
had a feeling of moſt of theſe things in meaſure, 
To which feeling, and that which gave it them, 
they are hereby allured and invited to return, 
that the many Names and various Wayes may pes 
riſh and vaniih, and the one Spirit, one-Life, one - 
new living Name and Way,may bewaited for and-- 
purſued after,that ſo all the Tribes,and Families, . 
and ſeyeral Diviſions of 1/rae/ may know one ano- 
ther,and heartily unite 1n one Natureandinward 
power of Life, which doth good to all and harm - 
to none,neither inwardly nor outwardly. 
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By a Traveller towards the living Subſtance, and a- 
Meurner over the Wandrings of the 
ſcattered Sheep. 
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PREFACE: 


One but Chriſt, none but Chriſt ſaith my 
ſoul,from the ſence of mycontinual need 
of him, and from the deep love of my 
heart unto him. Now there is a twoſold 
way of knowing Chriſt ,both which are of 
#ſe, and have their ſervice in their ſeveral ſeaſons, 
according to the eſtate and condition of the ſoul, and 
according to the diſpenſation which it pleaſeth God 
to ſet up among his people : The one whereof is lite- 
ral, the other ſpiritual; the one is according to a de- 
ſcription of him received into the Underſtanding,th: 
other is according to the Revelation or unvailing of 
him in the heart. As for inſtance, Chriſt may be 
preached as Light, as Life, as Power, as the eternal 
Word and Wiſdome of the Father &C. Now the re- 
ceiving the Knowledge of theſe things meerly into 
the Underſtanding, is a receiving and knowing Chriſt, 
according tothe Letter, or according to alitteral de- 
ſcription of bim : And the receiving of any of theſe 
things intheliving ſence and ſhinings of the eternal 
Light of God in the heart, and ſo becoming ſubje# 
in that Life,ſence and power,is a knowing and recerv- 
ing of them in ſpirit,and the ſpiritual ſubmiſſion and 
obedience of the Goſpel. This is theexcellez't Way &r 
Path of Life, which God in this laſt Age of t'1e World 
75 making manifeſt by though the other 1s 110! qurte 
laid aſide, nor to be rejeFed or deſpiſed, wi there * 
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is any of the light of life ſtirring in it. But the main 


thing now to be minded is the heavenly Birth, with 
Gods diſpenſation of life to it,and its ſeparation from 
the earth Birkb, and its way of feeding on the hea- 
venly things. For Hagar and Iſhmael (which are 
the mother and cbild after the Letter) are now to be 
caſt out, and the Seed of promiſe with its mother to 
abide in the houſe alone (with the Father of bleſſings) 
for ever. Sothat now the ſeparation goeth very near 
and cloſe. The Birth that is naw raiſed is very in- 
ward and ſpiritual, even the Seed it ſelf 5 and its food 
is the Life it ſelf, cven that which the earthly Birth 
cannot feed on or digeſt 5 and the way and knowledge 
of life is very inward and ſpiritual, to cut off the 
earthly nature and ſpirit in its cloſeſt infinuations 
and transformings. The Lamb in his appearances in 
this day is very hidden and retired, and none can ſce 
his paths & follow him,but ſuch as receive of his pre- 
ſent Oyntment, and feel the guidance of the opening of 
his Eye in them. The Lord is bringing about great 
things, both inwardly and. outwardly, happy are they 
whoſe hearts and ſpirits are prepared for them : for 
great miſery, death and deſtraFion is coming upon 
the earthly, and great joy and neſeaueſe is breaking 
upin and ſhowring down upon the heavenly ; which 
that all ſouls that have the breath of life in them, 
and that pant after the living God may partake of. 
is the earneſt deſire of my ſoul, 
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. Concerning Chriſt. 


Hat is Chriſt » 

Anſw, He 'is the immediate 
oft-ſpring of eternal life in him- 
ſelf, and the fountain or [ pring 
| of life unto the creation, Ever 
4: the Father hath life in himſelf ; ſo bath he given to the S4n to 
have life in himſelf : And in and through his Son he communica- 
reth of his/life unto his creatures, of 

Queſt, 2. How doth Chriſt convey life? 

Anſw, Asthe living Word,as the promiſed Seed, He ſowerh 
the Seed of the Kingdome in the heart, in which is life ; and as 
he maketh way for this to ſpread and grow up inand leaven the 
veſſel,even ſo he quickneth and gathereth into his life, Again,He 

is the enlightning Word, the quickving Word, the Word of wiſ= 
deme, the Word of power,the Word of love and reconciliation, | 
whoſe voyce worketh mightily towards the deſtroying of fin, and M4 
ſaving of the ſoul from it, i 
Queſt, 3. here 15 this Word oy Seed to be waited for ? \ 
Anſs.- Its appearance is in the hearts of the ſons of men, and F 
there it istobe waited for. There God Tows thisſeed, and there © & 
it isnigh tochem, whom God viſits with his loving-kindnefſe 4 
and mercy, . 
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Queſt, cg 
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Queſt, 4. Hows this Word recerved ? 

A-ſw. By faith in the vertue which floweth from it, Tts nae 
rv*e 15,10 ten againſt ing-and to draw towards the Father, lts 
lizht N:inzth to diſcover fin, | and 1ts life ſtirreth to quicken 
againſt ir. Nowin the hearts believing, atid being pertwaded 
againlt that which the light diſcovereth to be evil, and won to 
that which it ſheweth to be good, the Word is thus far received, 
and a foundation of union berween ir and the ſoul laid, And fo 
on the otherhand, inthe rejeQing or turning from-amy-thingthar 
comes from Chrift in tae heart, Chrilt 13 rexeRed: and turned 
{rom, 

Queſt, 5. How doth this Word work in or upon the heart ? 

Anfw, According to the entrance it gets into the heart, or ac- 
cording as 1t 1s rejected or refuſed... 'As it gets entrance, it Works 
life there, and works the creature into its life, Ir brings in ics 
nature, 1:5 righteouſneſle; its holinefle, its ſweerneſle, its peace, 
1ts love, Its joy, Its meekneſle, its patience &c, as it makes 
room in the heart by working-out the contrary, But wheze it is 
reje&ed, it works death and. condemnation, and encreaſeth the 
captivity and miſery ot the ſoul: ſo that ir were better never to 
hear any ſound of Chritt in the heatc, than not to hearken and be- 
came ſubjeR thereto, 

Queſt, 6. What hinders Union with Chriſt ? 

Anſw, The ſtrong man arme«!, whom he cometh to diſpoſleſs, 
who doth waat he can to blind the eye from ſeeing the lovely 
natu:e of Chriſt, and to harden the heart againſt his yiſits and 
appearances, 

Quelt. 7. Hor may the Soul be helped againſt him ? 

eArſm., Receiving the Truth in the Love, and giving up the 
heart in the vercue that flows from Caritt io his viſits and app2ar- 
ances, brings in that ſtrength into the Soul, which conquers hun. 
He 1s not able te ſtand before the power of Chriltt, which power 
1s the Souls, asitis let in by the Soul, Ic is the unbelief of the 
heart, and the earthly thoughts and imiginations Which give the 
enemy lirength :buc bzfore the faith ( even inthe weakelt ) he 15 


weak, ghd his ſtrength falls, 
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Concerning the way of knowtmg 
Chriſt, 


Hriſt is the Miniſter of the true Sanfuary, which God hat! 
itched and-not man, There is a City whoſe buildey and make) 
Is Ged, The Foundation-ſtone , the Corner-(ene , the Top- 
ſione of this City or Building 1s Chriff, He therefore thar 
weuld know Chriſt, and be buile upon Chriit, mult find an ho- 
ly thing revealed in his heart, and his Soul built thereon Þ; 
him, who alone can raiſe this building, who can reare up 
the Tabernacle that hath long been fallzn downs, who can 
build up the old watt places, and r{!;:2 tne paths for 
che raniomed and redeemed of the' Lord to waix and travel 
on 11. 
Now he which can find any thing of God buil: up in his keart 
( yea if he can find bur the beginning of the tzue Sanctuary )) 
he may -alſo find Chriſt miniſtring there, even the true High 
Prieſt effering up the ſacrifices and interceding with the Fa- 
ther, as alſo giving the Soul the food of the holy things to ear 
of” Now this is the way of knowing Chriſt indeed, to wir, -in 
his begertings in the hearr, in his preſence there, in his mini- 
ſrations there between the Soul nd the Father, And he that 
thus knoweth him, even inthat which is begottenof him, watch- 
ing in ſinglenefle of heart with the tzue eye, cannor be deceived 
concerning him, but knoweth the voyce of his Spirit and readily 
embraceth it, but a [iranger or deceiver it knowerh noe nor will 
not hear, but by the inftin& of !:fs rr;nerh fromir. Sothat 
the knowledge and preſervation 0ithe fern, is not by the wiſe 
reaionings of the mind, conce:ning the thepherds voyce and the 
{trangers- voyce ;' but Þ; on inflint of the new hiddennature, 
which teacheth the fimTle hoeatrer! 15 avoid the ſnares, which 
the earthly wiſdome is eaivly entan»iec in, The meek, the hum- 
ble, the hearted: rhe w2ak, th* noor, the babes, the 
lictle children, thee are they whom 1H Father rezcherh, theſe 
have that preſe; vation and inli;uction, w.ict the wiſe, knowing, 
Judiciuus 


Concerning Repentance. 


judicfous minds ( in man's account ) miſs of Thus the fooliſh- 
weſſe of God is wiſer than man, andthe weakneſſe of God ſtronger 
than man : And G28 hath choſen in every man that which is not, 
co bring to nought. all that is inhin,/ that nofleth might glory in- 
ais preſerc2, nor no man be able to boalt before the Lord of the 
falyation ot his Soul, 


Concerning Repentance, 


Queſt, 1, Hat 1s Repentance ? 

_Y. Arps, It is Chrilt's turning of the hearr 
from the dead nature and. from the dead works, towards the liv< 
pg Principle and the living works thereof, 

* Queſt, 3, {(Aannt amen turn from fin ard turn to God when 
he will ? : 

Arſw, No, man is a captive, his Underſtanding captive, his 
Will captive, all his AﬀeXtions and Nature in captivity ; and no= 
thing can turn him cowards God, bur.chat which is ironger than 
chat power which captivateth him, 

Queſt, 3. How 1s Repentance wrought ? 

Azſw.. Itis Chtiſtsgifr, whom God hath appointed a Prince. 
and a Saviour, to give repentance and remiſſion of fins, who giveth» 
it in his enlighcning and drawing vertue, wherein fins nature is 
opened, and the bent of the ſoul by him ſecretly rurned agaipſt. 
ic, 

Queſt, 4, .#hat is the heart turned from, and' what is it turned 
towards ? 
_ Anſs#, From one 'nature to another, , from ene ptinciphe to 
another, from one ſpirit to another, from one . courſe to another, 
irom one end to another, 

Qunef. 5. 1s Repentance wholly given, or perſefted at firſt ? 

eſw, No, but it encreaſeth, and is given. dayly more and 
mere tothe heart, that waiteth on the Lord. Sin, the nature of 1t,. 
the couple of the mind and body in it, isdiſcovered dayly more » 
and-more, and the loathing and dereſiing of it encreaſed, as the- 
aev nature gathers ftrength'in the mind, and encreaſerh .in the - 
ihe and power of life, , N 
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-wholly leaveneth and poſſelſeth the creature, ir wholly expelſerh 
the old leaven, and leaveth n> place for it to re-enter. This 18 


oncerning Repentance, W 


Queſt, 6. Is there never tobe any reconciliation or turning back, 
to ſin ? 

Anſw, No, but a farther removing and ſeparation from it ; 
which ſeparution is eternal, even as the beginning of it is inan 
eternal Nature, The Seed at its firſt appearance and ſpringing 
up ſhutreth our (in, as being of a contrary nature to It : and the 
ſrorgerit groweth, the more it (hurreth fin out : and where 1t 
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perfect ſalvation, where there is no turning back to ſolly any 
more, but a perpetual abiding in the Nature of the eternal Wu- 
dome, 

Quelt. 7. What if there be a committing of ſin, aſter oxe is turn- 
ed from it ? 

Arnſw, The Repentance is not there perſe&ed, the enzmy is 

2t there wholly calt out, nor his irength quite b:oken, the Lavy 
15not there ſulhlied,the Covenant of Grace is not there fully wite 
neſled, but the ſoul (till in a d:gee of caprtvity unler the power 
of the enemy 2 yer if the bent of the heart be 2gainſt the fin con= 
mitted, God chargeth it upon the enemy, and not upon the ſoul, 
Now if I do that I would not, it 1s x0 more [ that a> it, but ſin that 
dwelleth in me, Row. 7. 20, 

Quelt, 8. But is there any ſin where there 15 #0 Law ? What 
makes fin but the Law ? then a man hath travelled throurh 
the Law into the eternal Nature, can he then commit /in ? 

Anſw. Where there 1s no Law, there can be no trangreflion * 
but while any of that nature remains, to which the Law naturally 
belongs, there may be (in and tranſgrefſion, Now that only is 
capable of being out of the reach of che Law, whoſe nirure is pe r= 
fe&,and which comprehends and cannor but bring forth the righ- 
reouſneſs of the Law in ic, That therefore which falſerh hore 
of the righteouſneſs of the Law, and vleads it is not (in to ir, is in 
the deceit and errour fromthe perfeAion, and nor in the perfe& 
righreouſneſs, which eternally comprehends and brings forth the 
righteouſneſs of the Law, but is not comprehended or judged by 
it, becauſe its nature, life and rightgouſneſs is adove ir, 


B Concerning 


Concerning Faith. 


Queſt. 1, V Hat 1s Faith ? 

Arſs.1t 15 a belief in the appearances of the 
Lord to the ſoul,and a cleaving to and drinking in of their vertue, 
There are divers appearances of the Lord,even as a quickning Spi- 
rir,quickning &.enlivening the ſoul;alſo asa diſcoverer, reprover 
and condemner of fin, and juſtifier of righreouſneſs ; likewiſe as a 
ſtrenzthner and comforter of thar, which wants his ftrepgth and 
comfo:r, and asa fountain of perfe& love, ſweetneſs, and of all 
good Fc, Now however the Lord pleaſeth to appear, that which 
iceth, knowerth, owneth and falleth in with his appearances,drink- 
:ng in the vertue thereof, That 1s Farth, 

Quelt, 2, By what Means is Fath wrought ? 

Anſw, By the Word inthe hearr, by the living Word from 
which the ſoul came, and which 1s nigh to the ſoul, This was 
the Word of Faith, or the Word which wrought Faith under 
the Laiv, Deut, 30, This was the Wo:d of Faith which the 
Apoliles preach:d, and which wrought Faith under the Goſpel, 
Rem, 10, This is the Word which we feel working Faith in us 
now, yea and which worketh it inal! thoſe, in whomſcever it is 
wrorght, though they may not know what works 1t: yea this 19 
r1eSeed of life,from which every.ſpiricual thing ſprings and grows 
in h2 heart, | 

Qu:ft. 3. How rs Faithreceved ? 

Anſy, 1n the quickening power, The Szed of life ſhoots forth 
1s Light, its Life, cs Nature, its Vercue into the heart. The 
heart bzing touched with this, is in ſome meaſure quickened to= 
wards God, and inand from this quickening Vertue Faich flows - 
intoth&ſou!, For in the death of ſin,in the dead ſtate there is no- 
thing but unbelief, Faith cherefore mult needs flow from the quic- 
kenings of life, 

Quelt, 4, What doth Faith do i the heart ? 

Anſw, lt uniteth to God and ſeparateth from fin, Ir begin» 
nab and carryeth on the work of Redemption in the ſoul. Ir re- 
| ceivah | 


» ceiveth in that which is of God, and beareth back the contrary. 


It keepeth th@mind chaſ?, pure, living and freſh before the Lo;e., 
It draweth out the vertue, and ſuckethin the ſweerneſs of every * 


' appearance of God in the hearr, Ir keepeth in the love of God, 


and expelleth the love to fin, creature,ſelfyor any thing as ic Rands 
out of God. Indeed Faith is the natural ſucker in of the breath 
of life, and the purcer cut of the breath and poiver of 
death, 

Qurelt,'5. wWherean dith Faith Fand ? 

A:fw, Inthat wherein it is received, even in the quickering 
power, Faith muit be continually kept alive by the Seed of lite , 
or it cannot live, Ir ſprings in the power, it dwels in the power, 
it aQs1n the power,and 15 never found cut of 17, Min cannot be=- 
lieve. when ke will, ic is a continual Gifr, depending upcn the 
ccrtinual quickenirgs nd nourithiment of that life, from whence 
it ſprang, 

Quelt, 6. But dith nt Ged withiraw ? doth nat the power often, 
clapin ? Whereis Faith then 2 

eA»ſw. There is the ſecret preſence of the power, when it 1s 
not vifibly manifeſt, enabling the ſoul to keep to and depend upon 
thar, which is not ſeen, but trufied in, though unſeen and not ſen - 
ſibly felt : and there isa ſecret turning from and reſiſting of remp- 
rations, and a ſecret overcoming. (the heart being kept true and 
entire to the Lord ) while the enemy ſeemeth ſenhibly to prevail 
and overcome, 

Queſt, 7. why doth the exemy ſo aſſault with unbelief, ard fight 

fo ftiffly againſt the Faith of the ſonl ? 
» Azſw, Becauſe all depends upon ir, Stop that, he flops all. 
Overcome that, he overcomes all. If that land and abide in 
ftrength,he gains nothing,but loſes by every temptation and ſeem+ 
ing victory : for Faith gets ground and advantage, not only by a 
temptation, bur alſo by a fall, 
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Concerning Hope. 


A Hat is Hope ? 

A: ſw. The expeQtation of ſomwhat from the 
Lo:d,in the tcaton of his good-will.The expectation of the Crown 
ot lie at laſt, the exp ectatien of deliverance from ſnares and 
temptations at preſent, the expectaticn of receiving h1s promiſes 
of he Divine Nature, or of any metcy or bletiing which he hath 
civen to pray for, This is Hope. 

Quelt. 2,. # at are the Grounds of Hope to the ſoul ? 

£ nſw, The:e are manifelt and viſible T1cunds, ora ſecret and 
iwilble Ground, 

Queſt, 2. #at are the manifeſt avd iſtle Grounds ? 

Ar ſv, They are many and of divers Kinds, The Lords love 
mar.ttclied tothe ſcul, the Lords P;omiies made to the ſoul par- 
ticularly, or generaily ro that condition r#h<rein the foul is, cli 
ſouls experience of the Lords helping it in former diſtrefles ; 
yea the very terder Nature of the Lo:d towards ſouls and theic 
deſcent from tim, nctwithftanding their preſent alienation and 
corrupt efiare, 1s a ground of Hope, wae:e the Lord quickens ic 
to the hearc, 

Q-<(t, 4. What is the inviſivle or ſecret Gronnd of 4234 
>1rſw, That cannot be diicerned, which 15 ſecret and inviſible 
bur yet there is ſomricmes an hope in the hea:t,whewir is not Der- 
cciv'd,n© is maintain'd & fed bytke mviſible life, ws hid thee, 

Queſt 5. What is the nature ard projer effect ; of Hope i ? 

Arſw, 1 c ayes the mind,cven in the micit of ſtorms and rem- 
peſis, that th2y d$ not overiun, overwhelm and fink the foul, Tr 
keeps up the head above the many waters, and keeps the heart 
from utterly fainting, . It preſerves lite in the many Famines-and 
ft: ait Sizges of the enemy, Hope of relicf ;ceps from yielding to 
the eremy, and preſerves from diftrufiiog the Lord, Difſtruſt can» 
rot enter and _—_— wF.r2 hope abides, Hope adds (irength to 
the ſoul fo its purſuic o5all that 1s good, and in its flying ſrom and 
eſchewing all that1s evil, and isthe ſuccourer of Faith inthe need- 
ful heur : yeahow often would the Faith be given pp and ſoyled, 
Were it cot for the hope which relieves itds 
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Concerning Ls 


Queſt, Hat is Love ? 
Arſw, What ſhall I ſay of it, 0: how ſhall 


Tin words exprelſe irs nature ! Ir 1s the ſweetneſle of life, iris 
the ſweer, tender, melting nature of God, flowing up through 
his ſeed of life into the creature, and of all things making the 
creature moſt like unto himſelf, both 1n na:ure and opperation, 
]t fulfils the Law, it fulfils che Coſpel ; it wraps up all in one, 
and brings focth allin the onenefle, Ir excludes all evil cur of 
the hearr, ir perfe&s all good in the hearr. A touch of Love 
doth this in meaſure, peife&t Love doth this in fulneſs, Bur 
how can I proceed to ſpezk of it! O that the (culs cf all, that 
ſear and wait 6nthe Lo:d, might feel its nature fully ; and then 
would they not fail of its ſweet overcoming vpperations, both 
towards on? another and rowards enemies. The great heal- 
ing, the g:ear corquelt, the great ſalvation 15 reſerved for the 
full manife(iation of the love ot God, His judgements, his 
cuttings, his h2wings by the word of his mou: h are but to prepare 
for, bur not to do the great work of railting upthe ſweet build 
ing of his life, which is to be done inlove and in peace, and by 
thz power thereof, And this my ſoul watts and cryes after, 
even the full ſpringing up of eternal love in my heart, and the 
ſwaltorring of me wholly imo 1t, and the bringing of my ſoul 
wholly forth in ir, that the life of God 1nits own perfe&t (weer- 
neſle may freely run forth through this veſſel, and not be at all 
tinquced by the veſiz], bur perfectly tincture and change the 
veliel into its owne nature ; and then (hail 'no ſaultbe found 
in my ſoul before the Lord , but the ſpoclefſe.liſe be fully 
enjoyed by me, and deccme a peifectly-pleaſank ſacrifice to my 
God, 

O how ſweet is love,. howpleaſant is 11s nature! how take- 
ingly doth it behaye it ſelfe in every condition, vpon every cc 
calion, roevery perſcn ard about every thing ! How tenderly,how 
readily doth ic-help and ſerve ttie meanelt1 How patiently, haw 
meckly; 
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© Conceri if JDENICNCE. 


: mz2ekly doth ic b2ar all things eichzr from God orman, hoy un- 


expectedly ſoever they co.ne , -or how hard ſoever they ſeem ! 
How doth it believe, how doth it hope, how doth ic excuſe, how 
doth it cover, even that which ſeemeth not co be exculable and 
not fit to be covered ! How kind is it, even in its interprecati- 
ons and charges concerning milcarriages ! Ir never overchargeth, 
ic never grates upon the fpiric of him whom it repreh2nds, ic ne- 
ver hardens, it never proyokes, bur cartietha weltingrelle and 
po'ver of conviction with ir, This in che natuce of God, This 
in the veilzls capacicared to receive and bcing ic forth in irs glory, 
rhe pover of enmity 15 not able to itand agaiatt, but falls d<fore 
and 13 Overcome by, 


. , T 
Concerning Obedicuce. 


Q :eft, pr 1s Ooedrence ? 
Az(w. lt is the ſubj2Qion of the Soul, tothe 


Iv of the $picit, wnich ſubj2ction floweth from and 15 ttrengch- 
ned by Ive, Towaic to know the mind of God and performe 
his will in every thing, through the vertue of the Principle of 
life revealed within, this is the Obedience of Fatth, This 
15 the Obedience of the Seed, conveighed into the creature by 
th2 Seed, asit is made parraker of rneSeed. He 1s che Sonne 


"W110 naturally doth the Will, heistne faichiul Witneſle, who 


r2{tifies concerning the Will, yea and he 1-12 choyce ſervant 
allo, 

Mark how every thing in the Kingdome, every ſpiritual thing, 
refers to Chrilt and centers in him. His nature, his vertue, 
his preſence, his power makes up all, Indeed he is all in all to 
a B:liever, only variouſly manife(ted and opened in the heart by 
the Spicitc, Helis the Volumeof the whole Book, every leafe 
and line whereof ſpeaks of him, and writes out him in ſome or 0- 


- ther of his ſweer and beauritul lineaments, So thatif T ſhould 
- yer ſpeak further of other things, as of Meckneſſe, tenderneſſe, hu- 


mility, mercy, gentleneſſe, patience, long-ſuffering, contentedneſſe, 


"*&c, ( all which I had much rather ſhonld bz read in his book , 


even 
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Concerhing Peace or Reſt. TT 
even inthe living Book of the Erernal Word, then in my writ- 
ings, ) I (hould but ſpeak further of his nature brought up, mani- 
fefted and diſplaying -ic ſelf in and through the creatures, by his 
enrning the wheel of his life in'their hearts, Bur my ſpiric haſt- 
neth from words, therefore can I not but cut ſhort and pafle over 
theſe openings in' me, that neither my own ſoul nor others may 
fix or ſtay upon words concernipg the thing, but may fink in ſpi- 
rit into the feeling of the life it ſelf, and may learn what it is to 
enjoy ic there and .co be comprehended of ir,and ceaſe (triving to 
know or comprehend concerning ic. And then I am ſurehe char 
hath a taſt of this, cannor bur be willivg to ſell all the knowlec'ge 
that can be held in the creaturely veicl, for that knowledg which 

*is living, and is laid up inthac treaſury, into which the thief and 
corrupter can by no means {teal or break, Yer ſomewhat I can- 
rot- but further adde concerning Peace,: Joy, Liberty, Prayer, as 
alſo concerning Regeneration, Juſtification, Santhfication, Re« 
conciliation & Redemption,becauſe my heart believeth that it may 
prove ſerviceable to lome, in the guidance an4 mercy of the good 
Spirit of the Lord. . 


Concerning Peacc or Reſt. 


be Peace 15 the ſtilneſr, the quietzeſs, the [ati-fiedneſe of the 
heart in God, which floweth from- and with the Spirit of life 
anto the ſoul, that is ſubjefed to Chriſt, There is indeed a kind 
of peace,to Wit, a faiſe Peace or Reſt in fin and un; 1gareouſnels : 
but that is not truly natural to the ſcul while it Iaſts, and is like- 
wiſe ſuddenly diltiu;bed, whenthe true hghr ſhines in the heart, 
and when Gods witneſs awakens it. Then there 15 no peace to the 
wicked, faith my God. Othe trouble and perplexity of rhe ſinner, 
whenthe light of Cod s Spirit makes his heart and ways manifeſt 
co htm ! yea, and that ſoul alſo, which in ts day af vilitation 
nts after the Lord, and is willing to give up tothe guidance of 
is lIighe, and waiteth for the dire&ipg and redeeming power of 
hisSpitit ; yet oh what a bitcer war, noiſe and cumulcs doth the 

enemy raiſe wichin! how-doth it diſturb every ſtep of his way, 
and *: 


— 
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12 Concerning Joy Liberty. 
and ftrive to darken every drawing, motion an1 leading of the 
joul our of his dominion ! But as the redemption 1s felc, the 
ſnares b:oken, the life manifefted, and the ſoul feels 1: ſelf encred 
into the nature and wbedience of ic : So the Peace 1pings, -and 
the reſt in God is talted of and enjoyed. 


»-2» & I 


Concerning Joy. _ 
JT” T; the pladneſſe of the heart in Gd, chiefly ſpringing ſramthe 


refrofhings and preſece of his life, which carries through aud 
over all, even the greateſt tryals and tribulationy_ When the poo, 
panting, weary ſoul, wich hath longed after God, and long felt 
the bitternzſle and miſery of i:s ſeparation, begins to feel his love 
and irs union with him, in f:is l2rting of it forth into the hearr, and 
Its aſſurance of his £504neſs, righteouſneſs, power, wiſdome and 
ſalvatioy, oh how is it filled wich Joy and Delight inithe earneſt 
of its portion ! Now ſaich it, in the ſtrength of life, My ſoul re- 
Joyerth in God my Saviour + for he hath regarded my low eſtate, 
his bowels have ron!ed towards me, his day-ſprivg from on high 
and his mercies from beneath have viſited me ; and 1, who lorg have 
been deſulate and forſaken, haue row found favour 1 the eyes of my 
beloved, and my heart feeleth (in meaſure) that I am his aud be 
mine, who hath touched me, won my heart, undertaken for nx, and 
what can ſeparate? He hath tyed the knat himſelf, and what can 
break it ! and how can my heart but rejoyce rn his name, over all my 
fears, falſe reaſoutags, doubts ard miſgivings, which long held me 
captive, and with-held my eye from reading the love, which was 
written bath in his heart, and in his dealings towards me ? 


Concerning Liberty. 


ors y is the en largednefſe of the heart in the Spirit of the Lord, 
Ky wherein it hath ſcope in all that is good, and 1s ſhut out of all 
that is evil, The Spirit of the Lord is free, and maketh free. 
The earthly ſpicit is in bondage with her children :* buc my | 
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oncerring Prayer & Regeneration. 115 
which are begotten of thz Lord, and wrapped up in his Spitir, 
find che power and freedome of the new Lite therein, and are 
thereby perfectly out of the teach of that, Which (let in into the 
mind) hath power to captivate and enthrall, Therefore it is not 


\ all manner of ſcope and laticude, wherein the true Liberty ccr.- 


liſteth: butinthe ſcope and latitude proper to its nature, And 
thus the infinite and unlimicable On2 1s fimited ( if it be prope: 
ſo ro expreſsit) even within the limits and bounds of his eywn 
Nature and Spirit, which he cannot tranſgrels, or in-any-wiſe con- 
ſent to do What is contrary thereunto, 


" 


Concerning Prayer. 


Rayer is the Breath of the living Child to the Father of Life, in 
that Spirit which qgmickened it, which giveth it the right ſenſe 0© 
its wants, ard ſuitable cries proportionable tous ſtate, in the proper 


| ſeaſon thertof, So that mark, Prayer is wholly cut of che Will of 


the Creature, wholly our of the time of the Creature, wholly out 
of the power of the Creature, in the Spiric of the Father, who is 
the Fountain of Life, and giveth forth breathings of life to his 
child at his pleaſure, 


Concermng Regeneration- 


Queſt. V Hat is Regeneration ? 

Aiiſw, tis the New-Birth of rhe Creature, 
er 1t$ being born again of the immortal Seed of the Word of eter- 
nal lite. 

Queſt, 2. How :s this Birth ob: ained > 

eArſm. By the ſpringing up of the Seed of eternal life in the 
nearr, and the hearts being change! into it,and brought forth in ir, 

! Quelt. 3, How 1s the heart changed into ard brouht forth in the 

Seed ? : 

eAnſw. By being leavened with the power and vertue of ics na- 
ture by a new ſap received from it, which ſpreadeth by degrees 
and at length becomerh all in ic, 


C Queſt, 
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Concerning Fuſtifucation.. 

Qyeſ. 4. How is this Vertue received from the Seed ? : 

Anſw, In giving up to it inthe Faith which flows from 1t : 
Thi: lets in the new ſap and nacure of life, waich purgeth out the 
old. 

Queſt. 5. How doth the Seed appear and manifeſt it ſelf, and 
how us it given up to in the Faith ? {6 

Anſw, 1t doth appear in irs own light and quickenung vertue, 
which diſcovers th2 darkneſs and death of ſin, ad draws the heart, 
which ic makes willing, out of ic. Now its drawings being felr,. 
irs will known, the thing cequired by ic made manifeſt, there is 
2 Faith herein begotten inthe heart ; and thenthe ſoul is to give 
up inthe obedience of the Faith, without conſulting with the rea- 
ſonings and wiſdome of the fleſhly mind, where the enemy lies 
ready to-dampthis light. of Faith, and to betray into the unbelief, 


Concerning Juſtification. 
Queſt, | 'V Hat 'T 1ſt ofication ? 


Arſw, lt 13the owning or Clearing of a per- 
ſon in his obedience tothe L5G, or the paruouiny, palling by, and 
foclea:ing bim from his diſobedience 

Queſt, 2. Who :5 :t that muſtifiech 7 

Anſw.'lt is ths Lord,who giveth the Law to Man-kind accord- 
ing to his plezſure ; he ic 1s that isalſo the Judg of mans obedi- 
ence or diſobedience treo, and the proper jufttfier or condem- 
ver of him therein, ; 

Queſt, 3. But 15 :9t man in a fallen ſtate ? and cau he ſoobey 
Ged in any thing, as tobe juſtified by him ? 

Aznſw. Mn1s indeed fallen, and hath no ſtrength or will of 
himſelf to ſerve or obey the Lord : but there is a viſication of 
life and love (for Chriſts ſake) iſſuing forth cowards Man-kind in + 
general, wherein there goeth forth a quickening life and a ſecret 
hidden vertu, which giveth ability to thz hearts,which the Lord 
mak2th willing to follow nis drawings, And this diſpenſation is 
ſomnaged by the Lord, that no man periſheth for want of power, 
bur only from the Mubboraneſs and choyce of his own will, Sothat 
mans deſtruction is indeed cf himſelf every where, but no where 
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Concerning Juſtification. TY 


! - of God, whoſe delight is to ſave;and nor to deſtroy his Creature, 


under every diſpeniation of his life, 

Queſt, 4. But mary mer do not krow Chriſt, ard how can they 
ebrain juſtification by him ? 

Arſw, There is a deuble knowledge of Ch.iſt: ourwardly by 
a Relation concerning him, and inwzrdiy by feeling the vertue of 
his Nature, Now thus many krow Chrilt, who know him net 
outwardly, They may bave ſomwhat ſown, tcuched and raiſed by 
God of the nature of Ch: 1it in them, and in this they may know 
the Father and ſpring of the ſame nature, and be gzthered in heatt 
into ir, and ſo come withinthe line or compaſs of che ſpi:1tual life, 
wherein rhe ſpiritual bleſſings ard mercies jun and fiow, through 
Chriſt and for his ſake, And ſo here they may ſee their fans 2nd 
be loaded with them, and feel the life and ve:tue that wathet 4 
from them, and that it is in the meer mercy of God, and fo b- 
drawn cur of ſelf into the Nature, Life, Vertue and Power of 
Chtilt, which is conveyed in ſubſtance in the inward feeling and 
new-creating of the hearr, 

Oveſt, 5. How 1s this Tuſtiſication wrought ? 

Arnſw, By Faith in the vertue which floweth from Chritt, 
God lettirg in of the Nature of his Son into the heart, and beger- 
ting therein ſomwhat of his own likeneſs,in which he draweth, and 
wich he giveth to believe in, this Faith is imputed by God. for 
r1ghreouinely, In every heart where-ever 1t ts found : and where 
this Faith in the living vertue is found, there God blotreth our 
the in1quities for his name's ſake ; yea and remiſſicn is felt in that 
which is mace living, And there 1s ons near, who hath power to 
bind or looſe in the conſcience, according to the nature of the di/- 
penſation ;and wh» doth bind or looſe in every diſpenfarion, as he 
findeth cauſe, Bur all looſing of fins is for Chriſt's fake & throu-:h 
his blood, though every one in every diſpenſation is not able di- 
ſiinaly ſo toreadir, Yea under the Law the remiffion was by 
this Sacrifice though many of the Tews could nor read the Type. 
The Premiſe is to the Seed of the Kingdome, and to man in the 
Seed; and there it reacheth him when-ever ir findeth him : for in 
all his gatherings into and being found in thar, he is bleſſed. 

Queſt, 6 . Then may a mas be juſtified.whe never hear d outward! y, 
of Chriſt ? a Av (. 
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16 Concerning. Tuſtification.. 
A.jo.It he feel theSeed of life,b2 evercome by ics nature, give 
vþ to 1tS Law, as ic is made manifeſt in his hearr, abhor the nature 
and Law ct {in and death,and thus in ſoul cleave untothe Lord and 
follow t1m,as he plcaſeth to lead, The Spirit and Life of the Lord 
cannot but hetein jultifie himand the grace and mercy of the Lord 
Carnot with-hold giving him out his pardon for his fins pali(and al- 
104els by bis ſure frathies)although he diftintly know not how 
to jue out & plead it, The redemprticn & pardon of fin is through 
the rnlimited grace cf God 3 which 1s not reſtrained to the cut= 
ward knowledge of tke creature, but iflueth forth according to 
the Cap:city that God creats any where to receive it, Life, Mercy, 
Erece,Pardin, &c, illue forth from God in:othe Veſlels of every 
kindguncer eve: y Cipenſaticngthat Le prepareth ſor them : and the 
194270 ;ence of liic 15 the thing that God airs a: 1n all his diſpen- 
L1tions,& nctihe curward chill or knowledge, but thruſts that by in 
eve:y cupeniation,ecert as h15 invaid life &vertue 15 found int, 
Queſt,7. [ew is J::firatios by grace? 
. No man 1n tus fallen etiate can deſerve» any thing of 
is of grace that God vilits him by any Citpenſation ot his 
nd mercy. It is of grace that he giveth him any abilicy to 
ruzn unto him, It 1s of grace that he accepts him in turning, giving 
him a ſha:e in the raniome he hath found, which is tilt in Gods 
eye in whatever he does for man, however mans may be off from 
it, Indeed ſuch is the weakneſs of man,thar no man can be juſtih- 
ed by the works of obedience,that te can perform under any di(= 
peniation, but cnly by the remiſizon and abiſity which he receives 
from grace, and wherein alone ke can be preſerved unto the end 
by grace. Sotha? inevery diſpenſation it is grace alone that ſaves 
(through the Redemption which is in Jeſts Coritt) , though from 
rh2 eye of man this hath been very niuch hidden in divers diifen- 
lations, Yet notwithfianding, The broken ard Eumble hearted 
cnes ( who have felt the inward power ct iife to change their 
natures, and to preſerve then in that which God nath begotten in 
them ) the grace prevaileth to ſave in every Ciſpenſation, For it 
15 not the outwa; Cneſs of any diffeniatzon, bur the vertue let forth 
frem God into the heart, which ſaves. And by this the Lord can 
fave under any diſpenſation, arc wiit.out this there 1s no ſalvation 
any. . Quett, . 
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Concerning SanGification, 17 


Queſt. 9. that 1 the right eouſaeſs that juſtifieth bs the ſght of 

God ? 

" eAnſw. The Righteouſneſs of Chiilt alenz, This conveyed to 
the creature in and through the Seed, and brought forth in the 
creature dy the Seed,and the creature united toChrilt in the Seed; 
here is the juſtification of che life, Indeed there is alſo a juftifi- 
cation according to the works of the Law, or the creaturely obe= 
dience, whichthe Lord will ſo far own, as the creatuze is able to 
bring it fo:th : bur ir 13 the obedience of faith, which is the plea= 
ſure of ht: ioul. Ard the other can hardly ever be prſect,fo as the 
Lord can ſpy no ſeu: in ic, 4nd may alioeshily fail, depending up- 
on the brirtle nature and ſpi;1t of the creature 5; whereas this 15 of 
41 abiciry nature, Paving 1tSroor not in the Creature, but in che 
Seed. Tl ereſore, O all rhac love life, deſcend from the ortward- 
neſs of cipeniatict.5 intothe hidden Seed, where vie may feel the 
living Go, and ail thar are in any living di;penſaticn of his life, as 
the Lord pleaſeth to ler our ſpirits into him and into cne another, 
And wait ſor the i'ght and power of this bleſſed day (which inthe 
render mercy of the Lord hath dawned from on high upon us ) 
which diſcovereth and miketh things known, nor after the letter 
cf a diſpeniaticn, bur by manifeſting their inward nature, power 
and vertue inthe encleſs life 5 of which Chritt is now become 
the Minyler in the living Sanctuary into, whoſe hearts he hath 
pew-forined and dwelleth in, 


Concerning Saicii fication. 


Queſt, 1. V is Senflification ? 
Anſw, I: 15 the cleartng of the Veſlel by the 


Spirit ofthe Le rd, from the pellurton both of flzſh and ſpirir, 

Queſt. 2, How or by what avth the Spirit of the Lord cleonſe the 
Veſſel from its po'lutio 'T, 

Azxſw. By bisliving truth, which tath power in it to waſh away 
the deceit,enmiiy,impurity,and eharcyer evil hath formerly de» 
ſiled, 67 way yet gain at 2ny tlie defile the \eſlel, 

Queſt, 3. H:w doth the foul receive this c.eanFng or purifying 
from the Sp:rit of the. Lord ? 

Arlz, 


Concerning Reconciliation. 


Arjw, In ics ob2dience to his truch mids manifelt in the 
heart : for thereby the power of the Word enters intoche ſoul, 
and ſheds ab:oad its living vertue-in the ſoul, 

Queſt,4.44hat then is chiefly to be minded by the ſpul,that would 
be c leanſed from its filthizeſſe? 

Anſw, The obedience of faich, or the ob2dience which ſprings 
from. faith, For as all the benefits and bletlings of the Law depen- 
ded upon obedience tothe Law : Soall the b2nefirs an4 bletfings 
of the Goſpel, depend upon obedience to the Coipel, Yea, and 
this is the glory and excellency of theGoſpel,that che principle of 
faith there doth thar,web the prirciple of che La could never do, 


Concerning Reconciliation. 


Queſt, V Hat T Recongiliation ? 


A:ſv.Itis abciogivg together the minds and 
hearts of God and man into one, 

Queſt, 2, Hows this wrought ? 

Avuſwv, By taking away the enmicy of man's nature, which is 
ti -rein againlt God, and by planting him in'o, and cauting him to 
9:07v up in that nature and life which God loveth,whereby that is 
removed from man which God hateth, and which is the.cauſe cf 
ſ-px-ation, and man-brought into and brought up in that, Which 1 
tne love and delight of God's heart, 

Queſt, 3. By what is this Reconciliation wrought ? 

Anſw, By the word of God's power. That going for: * "rom 
the love of God unto man, and man being 9athered out of hu. elt 
into that, the evil ſeed is thereby deſtroyed, and the good ſeed of 
the kingdome thereby cheriſhed and grows up, under its ſhadow 
and nouriſhment, 

Qurelt, 4. How doth the Word work this > 

Anſw, By winning upon man, gathering kim over to #slighr, 
out of man's own darkneſſe,exercifing man various ways to eampty 
him of himſelf, and make him weak in himſelf, and putting forth 

-rs own [trepgth inand for man, a3 ic hath emptied and weakned 
him in himſelf, 

Quelt, 5. What then is mans great advantage towards Reconci- 

Haro: with God ? Anſw, 
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Concerning Redemption. rg” 

eArſw. Tobecome weak, tobecome poor, to become help- 
leſſe, ro become nothing by the frequent exerciſes of the word 
of Reconciliation in the heart : For the poor receive the Goſpel, 
and the weak receive God's ſtrength, and the helpleſs his mercy, 
and the nothing-ones his fulneſle, 


Concerning Redemption. 


QecNi, 1, V Hat 1s Redemption ? 
Arxſw. It is the purchaſing of the veſſel out 


of thecaptiviry and miſery of death, into the liberty and bleſled- 
neſs of the divine life ſown, revealed, grown up and perfected in 
the hearr, 

Queſt, 2, Whos the Redermey ? . 

A; (wm The Son of Gor, the child of 'Cod's begetting, the 
divive age, who naturelly believes, and fulfils the will of the 
Father, 'ticvery vel which ir hath prepared. 
tc 3. © wi {oil he redeem ? 

A; y hisblood, by hislife, by his power, by his nature 
ſown in tte vellel, and transiorming the veſlel into irs own like- 

neſſe, Yes, this is indeed Redemption, when the creature 1s 
change ito, and broughc forth in the 1m1ge, power, nature, 

'27tu2, and divine life of him that redeemethyand the old contra- 

ry image perfectly bio:ted our, by che preſence and indwelling of 

the new, This isperfe&t Redemption, the leaſt meaſure whereof 
is Redemption ina degree. 

And after this ſprings up the glory of the life in the veſſel, 


* even the glo:y which ir had with the Father before the wo:1d was, 


In the nature of the life the glory is hid : ic 1s ſowninthe ſeed, 


* ir dyes with the ſeed, it is raiſed with the ſeed. When Sn in 
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any heart 1s built up, it is vatural to the Lord ro appar there in 
his glory ; and the pure eye ſeesit, and the pure heart. erjoyes 
and is one with it, So that as there is a trus entrance into, fel- 
lowſhip in and enjoyment of che &22:h of Chrilt ; ſo 15 there alſo 
of the refurreRion and glory of the ;£deemed life, which 15 the 


{ portion and inhericance which God hath prepared for S122, after 


her long deſolation and fore widdow-hooJ, which he will give 
Lmto- 
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20 A Poſtſcript to Profeſſors.” 


vn:o her inthe (ſight of all ch2 world, whereby ſhe ſhall become 
the beauty, joy and praiſe of the whole earth, who hath hitherto 
been the reproached, deſpiſed, :Mi&ed and made a prey of, by 
the leveral ſorts of devouring ſpirits, 


A Poſtſcript to Profeſſors. 


:4is I am aflured of, that it were an eaſe matter with the 

Lc:d, to give forth a litteral deſcription of all che things of 
tis Kingdom, ſo exact,full and natural co the thing,a* might anliver 
and ſacisfe every enquiring mind, But this would not effeRrhe 
work, which God is now about, This would not raiſe his ſeed, 
which would lye dead and buried under all chis, unleſs quickned 
and raiſed by the immediate power and life of che-Fa. her, Nay, 
might not rhe earthly ſpirit be eaſily building with ch1 au eacthly 
f:btick, which would not come within the meaſure of the rrue 
Temple? May 1 ſpeakfreely; I would not deny any thing of 
God amorg you, nor be an in{irument to quench the leatt good 
in any of you; but indeed I have ſeen,l have felt and known tome 
of your ſnares; yerthave rather ſpent the lirength of my ſpirit in 
c:yirg to God for you,that he would break chem,and diſ-entangle 
your touls, than in endeavours to demonſtratz and manifeft them 
unto you, -And I am now touching at one of them, which 1s not 
the meaneſt, to wit, a getting the knowledge of things into the 
mind and comprehenſion, ſtriving to grow rich there, and wiſe to 
underſtand and diſpute about them. Indeed, this 1s notthe poor 
one which receives the Goſpel, and is acquainted with the power 
and vercue of erernal life. And if the Lord did not ceach my ſoul, 
continually to give up the outward knowledge of every thing, 
and preſle after the inward life, I might ſoon grow wife after the 
feth, but loſe the freſh oyl which ſuppleth and nouriſheth me, 
My ſpirit boweth and preſlerh within me, in grear earneftneſs to - 
the God of me: cies, thar ye may not- be left behind the flock, ' 
wheſe path is living, and who follow the living footſteps of the 
Lamb, who lzadeth by bis living ſpirit, from life to life into his | 
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Some Queſtions and Anſwers of deep con- 
Cernment to the Jews , from one who hath 
been a wreſtler and traveller with the Lord 
of life, for the day of their mercy and redemp- 


t19N. 


Quelt, x, T Hether the perple of the Jews do errein 
their beares from the God of their Fathers 
(ia this their ſore d'jper ſim and final captt- 


wity) and are rot acqtainted with his wayer, where he would hate 
them walk with h:m, and wait for his mercy and redemption ? 

Anſw, Thar there 15 mercy towards, and redemption for thac 
poor ſcattered, forſaken people, my heart huh from my child- 
hood, and doth (ill fiedfaſily believe, 

That there isa :way wherein they are to worthip the God of 
their Fathers, and wait for this mercy and redemption, is allo the 
belief of-my heart, 

Bur whether they do indeed know the Lord their God, and the 
preſent path wherein he requireth them to walk, and ſo are 
brought intothe capacity and fitneſle for the mercy and redemp- 
tion Which is in the heart of che Lord rowards them, that 'I very 
much doubt of, and in the tender love and good will of my heart, 
am drawn to propoſe the conſideration thereof to them, 

The Grounds of this my doubt are chiefly theſe two. 

I. Becauſe their Fathers, who had Afoaſes and the: Prophets 
to inltru& them in the Law of the Lord, and m his wayes of wor - 


' ſhipand obedience, yer did erre in their hearts f:om the Lord 


their God, both under the teachings of Moſes and of che P:opn-rs, 

It is a people that do erre in their heart, and thty have not knows: ”y 

wayes, ſaid the-Lord concerning them, upon forty years trial of 

them in the wilderneſle, Pſal. 95. 10, And Moſes allo com 

plained unto all //rae!, that no:wirhitanding all that they had ſeen 
D 


done 


_ v4, wv 5 4 It 


done by the Lord in the Land of Egypt,and the great remprations, 
ſigns and miracles in th2 wildernelle, yet theLord had nor given: 
them an heart to perceive, and eys to (ee, and ears to hear unto 
this day, Dent, 29..2, 3, 4: Neither did thzy more underſtand 
the mind of che Lord by the Minitiry of the Prophets, then by-* 
Moſes, bur miſ-underſtood his way of wortſhip,mt-underſtood his 
intent about thei: ſacrifices, and offered up the abomination of his 
$oul, even when they oFered upthe very ſacrifices which he re- 
quired, as the Spi it of the Lord in th2 Prophets often reſtified 
unto them, See /ſe, 1, Iſa, 66, Mic, 6, Ext, 20, with many 
more reftimora-s ef the Prophets, pleacing with chem from the 
me uth of the [.ord, 

Now if therr Faihers in the dayes of <Ioſer, and in the dayes 
of the Pronhers, when they had certain 1atorination from the 
mouth of ine Lo:d concerning his wayes, yer then did erre in 
keart, and did nor underſtand the mind of his Spirir, How much 
more probable ts ir,that theſe in the cloudy & dark day, when the 
lizhr (thar (hon vpn their Fathers) is hid from their eyes, that 
theſe may mils of che mind of the Lord, and not undeiſtand the 
way of peace and acceprance with their God ? 

2, Bzcauſe the Prophets forerel of their Idols cleaving to 
them and their uncleannefle being not removed,” but their ſtub- 
bornneſle and hardnefle remaining, untill the great and tercible 
dry of the Lord God Allmighty, wherein his Spiric ſhall be pou- 
red downfrom on high, and they vifired and redeemed inthe 
light and power thereof, Thzn ſhall Ephraim fay to his Idols, 
Get ye hence, what have 1 to do any more with 14sls? yea in that day 
thail they caſt their Ido!s to the Moles and to the Batts, Ia, 2, 20, 
For the Lord will cleanſe them ſrom all their uncleanneſle, Exch, 
26. 29. an1 take away the (tone out of their heart,and make their 
Pi:its render towatds the God. of their Fathers, infomuich as * 
©phraims (hall ſmice upon his thigh, and bemoan his unaccuſto- 
medneſle to the yoak,. and eternal Law of the Spirit of his God, 
which he hath not underſtood in Spirit, -but-been blinded abour 
the Ordinances of Moſes and Teſtimonies of the Prophets; ' 

Queſt, 2. whether the Jews can poſſibly meet with the bleſſings 
of the Meſſiah, while their heart errs from the Ged of their Fathers, 
wad they ao net know his way : nſw. 


Of deep conternment to the Jews. 17, 


Arſw, It is utterly impoſſible while they miſs of the path 
wherein bleſledneſs 13 to be found, ro meer with that blefledneſs 
which the path thereof alone leads ro, How can the heart in er- 
ring from God, meet.wi:h that which 1s alone to be found in unt- 
oh and walking with him ? Have they mer with it co this Cay # 
or canthey cer meer with ir, till they be carght and led of the 
Loid to walk towards it ? O that 1ſrae/ knew the way cf lite, 
Q that their heart -were tuned rowards their God, that they 
might no more dye, nor be eſtranged from him like the Heather, 
bur Ive the life of the blefled, and enjoy an inheritance in the 


. Land of the living. 


ueſt, 3. [s there any way for Iſrael to be cured of the error of 


their heart, that their miſ-knowledge of Grd and his ways may be 


removed from them, and they may come to aright underſtanding 
ard aclearreſs of light ? | 

Anſw, There is Balm inthe Land of che living,which is able to 
Cure all the diſeaſes and dittempers of the dead, and there is a 
Phyfitian who is able to apply ir, The God of /ſrael knowern the 
very core of evilinthe hearr, and all the ifſlues of deith from 
thence, and how to take out the core.,and Rop all the if\ves of (in, 
death ard miſery, The Shepherd of /ſrael underſtandeth the 1:(& 
tate, the wandring fare, the ſick late of every loſt (cul in 1ſ-#e!, 
and hath skil and remedies to recover and heal them all, Ezek, 24, 

Queſt, 4. What way hath this skilful Phyſitian for the cure of 
the erring heart of his Iſrael, and to bring themto an acquaintarce 
with him and his ways ? | 

Arſw, He hath divers, which are able throughly to effect ir, 

As, 

1, By circumciſing therr hearts, or by ſyrinkling clean water 
uponthem to waſh away the filth of their hearts, With him is 
the fountain of living waters, ard with them can ne waſh away the 
filth of the Dar:ght er of S107, yea bus fire i« 11 Ston, ard i; farnace 
tn Teruſalew, with him 1s the ſpirit of judgement and the ſp'rit of 
barning, wheremi:h te can ſearch our and judge all the evil in the 
hearts of his people [ral and burn it up. 

2, fy creating ajpen heart ard Anew [: Tit 11 ther, He can 
not only take away the heart of tion, Fur he can give an acart of 
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fleſh, which ſhall be: tenſible and render to every motion and im- © 


p:efſon of his Spi:ir, as the other was Cull and hard, 


3, Hecan writethis Law in their keart, that they may m0 | 


more read inthe cldnefle of the Lecter, where life can never be 
lea:ned (which is to-paſle away For the weakneſs and unprofirable- 
ne{ thereof ) but inthe newneſle of che Spirir, where the new eye 
eakily reads and underftands, what God wrices 1n- the new heart 
ana mind, 

4. Hecanpat bis Spirit within them, and cauſe them to walk in 
his wajer, an4 tc veep the fRatures and judgements which God 
wri:es inthis neiv book, even the cenexed heart : For this 1s the 
book of th< n2» covenant, theſe are the Tables ther-of, wherein 
God w:ites the Law of lite eternzl (or his Iſrael, w::c:ein they are 
coread and live.for ever. And happy is ihat {jraelite, who waits 
for and receives the Spirit. To him none of the Commandements 
of life are grievotis, being all quickned to hin; in and by the Spi- 
ric, So that the more the Lord writes in his hearr, the happiex 
is he, he thereby receiving more of the life and power of Gods 
Spi:ir, and learning thereby more of his God, and travelling 
tte-ethrough ſurther with him into his purity and divine ſweet- 
neile. - 

Queſt, 5. What way is therefor Iſrael to come by this care ? 


Anſ», None but Gods Covenant, -the Covenant which God. 


made with theic Fathers. Not the Covenant of the Law by 


1oſes, but the Covenant before the Law, which was alſo renewed * 


by Moe/es, but was not that Covenant which God made with them. 


in Hereb, btt a Covenant beſides; as they may - read, Dext, 29, 
Alaſs, alats, man can never come to life by his cb2dience, be full 
fails ſhort there ; but by receiving the p:omiſed ſeed, he comes 


to be heir of the promiſe with the ſeed, and finds the obedience: 


of the ſeed brought forth in him, through the grace and mercy of 
God, which breaketh forth upon his [/rae/, O that the hearts of 
Iſrael after the fleſh were circumciſed to hear this ſound, thar 
they might be turned in ſpiric towards the God of life and (alva- 
tion, that from him they might receive the ſeed of life into their 
velſele, thar their hearts might be purified and made living by the 


ſeed, and rhey might there meer with thar, which their Fathers» / 
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could never meet with by the Law of ſes : nor indeed is never 
fo to be cbtained, but by the p:omiſe to their Fathers, which was 
afore the Law. And this mult de the way of their refio;ation into 
favour with God, to wir, Not the- Covenant which God made 
with their Fathers when he took them by the hand to bring then 
out of the Land of Egypr, bur the Covenant by which God writes 
the Lawand knowledge of himſelt inthe heart, Jer. 3 +.v.32,33- 

Q. eſt, 6. How may Iſrael come into this Covenant with God ? 
er is there any thing for them to do, that they may enter into it and 
rug the bleſſings of ut ? 

«ſw, They mult mind the ſmall beginnings of 1-,1nd ſubject 
to God therein, that they may know ics turther growh and pro- 
oreſs in them. He that withſtands th: beginning ot a thing, can ne- 
ver ccme tothe end thereof.Now the blefledneſs is chiefly in the 
end : but it isnot found and enjoyed bur by him that meets with: 
the beginning, and ſo by degreestravels along tifl he comes to the 
end. And here isa great Myiterie,waich the wiſdome of man can- 
not-lzarn or underitand, in that, chough the greatelt bleſſings are 
contained in this Covenant, yet the beginnings. of it are the ſmal- 
leftand molt contemptible. The Seed of the Promitegthe Seed of- 
the Kingdome is the lealt of all Seeds, Man eafily overlooks it, or 
ifhe have little glimmering of it, readily deſpiles ir, asunlikely 
ever to have that in ir, or to bring that to paſs tor the ſoul, which 
irdeiires and expects. Yer chere 13no other way tothe Kingdom?, 
bur by this Seed of the Kingdome opening and growing in th 
hearr,& gathering the hea:c 1n'o it ſelf, leavening it(by its ſpread» 
ing with the [:aven of 1:f: eternal,and purging out the ſowr leaven * 
of tinand death. This then is the path oflife, Thon muſt wait to 
feel the S2zed of the Kingdom? ſown in thy heart bythe 200d 
Seediman,and then wait for thy gathering inco it and growth in tt : 
and by thy ſubjeion unto ir, and 1ts overſpreading thee wi. h the 
power of life eternal ( which is in ity thongh hidden' from thee ) 
thou wilt find fin and death and the power of Hell vanquitted in ' 
thy hearr, and thy heart fitted for the God of chy life to dwell and 
appzar in, whoſe dwelling and appearance there, will make thee * 
compleatly happy. Oaly if chu woulclt come out of thy captivity 
by: the enemy of chy ſoul{whereof thy preſent outward Captivity is * 
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but a ſhadow) into che life and reft of thy God, Take heed of de» 
ſpiſigg the day of ſmall things, or the low voyce of thy Gd ta thy 
heart : for therein is the beginnings of life, And thou mult begin ac 
the lowelt [tep that the God of thy lite cauſeth for thee (and find 
that wiſdomse thut our, which would begin or go on otherwiſe,then 
the Lord ſeeth fir to lead and teach ) 1f ever thou enter intothe 
path of life, or walk on therein with thy God, 

Quelt, 7. How may 1 know this Seed of !ife, or feel when God be- 
01s 19 ( ww itinm p; heart, that 7 may nat $1477 from the ſmail berin= 
ntngs thereof, but may find an eutrasce into this dleſſed Covenant of 
God with my fathers before the Law ? 

eAnſw. The word or voyce of this See 15 nigh thee, and tt 
hath a living teftimony wi. h ic for god and aginit evil. It hath a 
living ſparkling in the nearr, waereby it 15 felt and known by cho'e 
eat wait for 123 appearance, lr natutally tuzneth ſrom che evil and 
rowa: ds the cood : and in its moving and appua. ing in thecyie will 
b2 turning thee towards that which it naturally ioves, 2nd irom 
thar Which 1t naturally hare, In any fuch (ticring in thy heat, otters 
13 the beginnirg of light eternal co thine upon thy Tabernacle, 2nd 
by giving up and being gathered into its warnings and morons, 
thou wilt feel a touch of lifey even a quickening and warmth £9. 
wards go00d, and a beginning of a deadnels and dit union with that 
which 1s evil, And as this is.waited for more and more, ic will ap= 
pear more and more in the ſeaſons ir ſees hit : and as ut finds en- 
trance into thee, ſo will it lead thee into its Covenanc with its 
God, Remember therefore what AZeſes ſaid to thy Fathers con- 


..cerning the Word of this Covenant. /t is very mgh unto thee, in 


thy mouth and 1s thy heart, that thou mayeſt doit, Deur, 30.14. 
Thy Fathers never knew the vertve of this Covenant, but were 
drowned in milery for want of minding it. And if thou wert ga- 
thered into it,thou wouldſt meer with the Circumciſion of heart , 
and the new creation of thy mynd and ſpirit, and the writing of 
the eternal Law of life there, and the putting of the holy Spi it of 
God into thee,all which are contained inthis Covenant, yea w: ap- 


ped up in the very S2ed thereof, which 1s (in the Lords tines and - 


jeaſons) (miting the Seed of the evil-Coer in the heart of thz ſons 


-.of men, and [I1ving to gather them out of che dilobeclienc are 
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and nature, into the obedience cf the glimmerings of his light in 
their hearts ; which becomes a Law of lite and.power in them,as ic 
finds entrance into and place in them. Therefore, O ye ſons cf 
Abrahamaſter the fleſh, wait for, know and believe inthe light of 
this Covenanr,& give upto be gathered into the holySeed there= 
of,that ye may become his children after the Sp1.1:, 1n this new 
Covenant, in this living Covenant, wherein all that enter live in 
ſpirit ard power to theGod of Abraham,and not by the works of 
che Law of Msſes,but by faith in che living Szed become heirs and 
inherirours of the promiſe of eternal life, which is to Abraham and 
his Seed for ever. 

O poor wande:ing Jew,wait to hear the cry of Wiſdoms voyce 
in thy treers, diſcovering unto thee and counſelling thze againſt 
the evil of chy heart and wayes, by the Word which is very nigh 
thee in thy mouth and inthy heart, An4b2 wonupon by the voyce 
of Witdome, give it thy heart, lt its power enter into thee, Take 
up its crofs,be willing to be bound by it from what thy heart wou! 
jun after, and lzarn of it to draw inits yoke, thatall miy be ycak- 
ed down and ſubdued in thee, which make thee miſerable, thar 
thou mayeſt find a place and honour in Wiſdoms Courts, and bz 
adorned with her Ornaments and partake of her durable Ri- 
ches, 

Watch unto that which reproves thee inthy heart, and watch 
unto ics reproofs,that thou mayeli be reformed by it, and transfor- - 
med in'o ts nature, and then thou wile become a Jew indeed, 
even a Jew inward, born of the immortal Szed of the divine Wii- 
dome, 

And be not diſcouraged either for want of light, to diſtinguith 
bzrween the good and the evil, or for wang of powerzto turn from 
the one orto the other,Orender hearted Ones,who find a warmth 
and a willingneſs within to give up tothe Lord, bur wait his ſea- 

foh,and hope in his tender bowels, in the mid{t ot all the roarings 
and cruel uſages of the enemy, who will be ſtriving to the uimo't 
to keep his hold of his captive, and to keep it back from travelling 
out of his Dominions of death and da:knefs towards the Land of 
life, light and peace eternal, I have had a very hard cravzl, and 
tave felc his power and cruelty b2yond meaſure, yer the —_ my 
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God hath helped me, and my b:eathingsabound toward the God 
of my life for his helping hand unto all that are.in heart turned to- 
wards him,how difficultzintricate and impoſtible ſoever the ene 
my ſtrives to make the path of life unto them, O remember the 
mercy ofthe Lord towards your Fathers, who-never felt. the 
ſtrength of the love of this Covenant, which the,Lord-is now g4« 
thering his ſpiricual /ſrael into, how he pitied them, how. he far- 
gave them, bow he viliced them with loving. kindneſs and mercy 
time after time, What a ſtiff-necked people they were when he 
ficlt choſe them, how ready to run a whoring from him and rebel 
afterwards, And {urely much m:c2 1s ©© be forgiven in this Co= 
venant, and much more 15 the help 272 12aling thereof : only let 
the heart be true to him according co ih yertue and power of 
this Covenant,yea.and wait to recelve (cat alio of him, for it is the 
fruic and bleſſing of che Covenant in which God healeth the backs 
ſlidings of hisſrae!, and loverh them f:cely, eAmen, eAmeng 
O Lord God of evelalting and molt render Bowels of compalliong 
ſaith my ſoul, A 


Iſaac P enington, 


THE END. 


